
Small Group Discussion Questions 
Kershaw County 

 
 
What is occurring in your community which addresses these 
responsibilities and areas for action? 

• I can Laptop Project 
• Camden Hot Spots 
• Business/ Chamber Relationships 
• FAC 
• Address responsibilities and areas for action 
• I CAN Laptop initiative 
• Facilities equalization program 
• Building Plan. 
• Superintendent’s  goals of addressing competitive pay/ salary packages 
• Responsive adult education program with young adult program and serve 

prisoners 
• 4 year old kindergarten at many elementary schools (but not all) 
• family nights at elementary/ middle schools 
• early childhood development program 25% elementary 
• First Steps / head start 
• New PROE/FAC – Tech School 
• Adult Ed 
• New School facilities/ upgrading and renovation facilities 
• WorkKeys/ COG 
• High School Class Option. Distance/ Virtual Learning 
• Student choice in schools 
• EEDA -more career counselors 
• Lower class size 
• Salary study incentive plan(out of state and minority) 
• Recreation / school building plan  
•  

 
 

 
 
What are the critical barriers to fulfilling the commitment in your 
community? 

• Students – based instruction 
• Need more nurses 
• “Good Tomatoes” – teacher contract process earlier 
• salary “awareness” 



• Need to “perfect” teacher retention (pay, over worked, too many details, 
etc. 

• lives are out of balance 
• money 
• poverty 
• balanced life 
• new families, young kids-must make changes 
• to many “demands”, many unfunded 
• B & I in County 
• “ Timely Test Data 
• Extended contracts to prepare 
• SDE Standards 
• So much focus on test scores takes away from other initiatives 
• All aspects must come together (businesses, schools, churches, hospitals, 

etc. ) or we don’t have a “connected, contributed person” 
• PACT has made educators so accountable but less “punitive” in order to 

be successful  
• Not enough child development centers 
• Inadequate health care and nutrition for students (born into poverty) 
• Lack of parental involvement 
• Rural nature of county 
• Lack of public transportation 
• Lack of funding  
• Limited with aging facilities (especially to handle growth) 
• Lack of understanding cultural differences 
• Economics targeted 
• Political leadership support of public education 
• Lack of wealth and job opportunity – concentrated 

 
 
 
List the five most important things your community can do to address 
the responsibilities of Common Ground.  

• More avenues of “dialog” (like now…) communication 
• Involve parents more in student discipline 
• Impact KC 
• Neighborhood Task Force 
• Neighborhood Universities 
• Providing alternate educational opportunities 
• Increasing faith – based and other community organization involvement in 

education 
• Developing network of organizations 
• Increase parental involvement/ accountability. (or parental figure)  



• Increase parental confidence. Re-education or educating parents on their 
rules. (empower parents) 

• INVOLVEMENT 
• MENTORING 
• POLITICAL 

 
 
 
List the five most important things you as an individual can do to 
address the responsibilities of Common Ground. 


